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Keeping our Digital Doorways Open 

Rev. Brittany Harrold Porch, a Presbyterian pastor and mother of a toddler 

recalls a crucial time when her child was diagnosed with pediatric cancer. The 

medical team informed the family that they needed to stay away from places with 

high risks of infection, including playgrounds, grocery stores, and church. While 

the congregation helped to stay connected the best they could to Brittany’s family, 

on-line access to worship and other gatherings was not yet an option. As 

electronic access became more widely utilized, she realized how important this 

new “digital door” has become for church members and friends. She observes, 

“We are all one accident, diagnosis, or life disruption away from needing online 

ministry.” 

We give thanks for the electronic connections that support our spiritual 

friendships here at First Presbyterian Church. It is wonderful to hear of winter 

residents keeping in touch via YouTube, made possible because of the 

commitment of our audio visual team:  Stewart Porter, Jimmy Gaither, and Peter 

Kooy; and Laura Teadt in the office prepares the on-screen PowerPoint to display 

the hymns and readings. This summer, we hope to designate a “smile and wave” 

spot in the sanctuary for more folks to personally greet our online viewers. 

As the church adapts and changes to meet the challenges of our day, we do 

well to keep the digital doors of our congregations open. These options will 

continue to be important in supporting our on-going ministry efforts. As Brittany 

so keenly reminds us:  “For someone, somewhere, that screen is more than a 

convenience. It might be the only doorway they have left into the life of the 

church.” 

The Pastor’s Corner 
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Notes from the Deacons 

Carnations were given to honor all the women in the congregation on Mother's 
Day; thank you to the donor, who wishes to remain anonymous. Mary Jo Meyer 
has agreed to be the Moderator for the remainder of the year. The group is 
looking into artificial flowers to be used for Easter Sunday 2027 (and for possibly 
Christmas Poinsettias as well). Plans for the fall were discussed. Deacons will 
convene as needed for any Memorial Reception requests. Their next meeting 
will be September 13th after worship. 
 

Session Highlights 

Pastor Ann has been conducting interviews for the pianist position, along with 
Bill Gleason. For the summer months, the offering will be received in the Joash 
Box, which is placed in the sanctuary. Bob Meyer reported the completion of 
several projects, including painting in the parking lot and repair of the wood 
beams on the north side of the campus. In addition, the Session approved 
repairs and preventative maintenance for the HVAC systems, following their 
scheduled maintenance. Due to positive feedback, the current cleaning 
company, "Bust-a-Bubble" LLC (which began in March of 2026) will be expanding 
their scope of service on the church campus starting in June. This will include 
cleaning the Office suites, Clarke Annex, Swain Hall (and kitchen), as well as the 
Sanctuary twice per month. The next meeting of the Session will be September 
15th at 4:30pm. 
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 ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

Sunday, June 14th –  Fellowship Hour 
 

We’re kicking things off with the 

universal language of joy:  ICE CREAM! 

Trade survival techniques with your summertime neighbors who will be braving 

the Arizona heat over scoops of frozen goodness. 

NEW MEMBER INQUIRY SESSION JUNE 14TH 

(after Worship, during Fellowship) 

Are you interested in learning more about membership at First Presbyterian 

Church? We'll plan for our conversation to be fueled by the day's Ice Cream treats 

as we meet in Swain Hall. See Pastor Ann for more information. 

Saturday, July 4th at Noon in Swain Hall 

No need to shoo away birds or swat at the ants -- our Fourth of July 

celebration will be comfortably indoors in Swain Hall. Beginning at 

noon, we’ll enjoy picnic faves and catching up with one another. 

Sign-up sheets for volunteers and diners will be available ahead of 

time. A freewill offering to offset the cost of the meal will be 

received tableside. By all means, feel free to wear your red, white 

and blue. Invite a friend! 
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CELEBRATIONS AND UPDATES 

THIS MONTH’S BIRTHDAYS 
We are celebrating you! Please join the Birthday Celebration June 7th, in Swain 
Hall following the worship service. 
 

 06/03 Karen Markwardt-Blakewell 
 06/06 Renee Olthoff 
 06/12 Nancy Davidson 
 06/13 Lee Carlson 
 06/27 Peter Kooy 
 06/28 Judy Goss 
 06/28 Pastor Ann Utke 
 06/29 Zane Porter 
 06/30 David McMartin 
 

For any additions/corrections to this birthday/anniversary lists, 
please let Laura know in the church office! 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

Peter and Shellie Kooy (June 25th) 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 14th – Ice Cream Social (Fellowship Hour) 
 

Saturday, July 4th – Indoor Independence Day Picnic (Noon) 
 

Sunday, August 30th – Watermelonpalooza! (Fellowship Hour) 
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KEN JOHNSON AGRICULTURAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Pastor Jim Rausch and the First Presbyterian Church of Peoria’s congregation has 
established a scholarship fund in Honor of Ken Johnson, a longtime Peoria 
resident, farmer, FFA champion, and Presbyterian (Clerk of Session for 56 years!) 
and still going strong at 93 as an active member. 
 

FUNDRAISING EVENT 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17th 

At Barro’s Pizza on 
Cactus & 83rd Avenue 

All day 10:30am to 10:00pm 
 

Mention the Ken Johnson Fundraiser when ordering (Dine-in or Carryout only), 
and management will donate 25% of its proceeds to the scholarship fund. 

 What is the General Assembly? 
The General Assembly is a council of the church, a 
discernment event and a worshiping body which is assembled 
every two years. Delegates are selected in advance to form 
committees and participate in plenary sessions in order to 
discern the direction of the church and make decisions that 
are implemented throughout the life of the PC(USA). 

Who can attend the General Assembly? 
Anyone! The General Assembly embraces an open meeting policy so that all 
who are interested in the work of the Assembly may observe the Assembly’s 
proceedings and participate in public Assembly events. For those unable to 
travel to Milwaukee, the Assembly will be livestreamed. 
 
When is the General Assembly Happening? 
Committees begin meeting online from June 22nd–24th, and will be traveling to 
the host site in Milwaukee by the Community Day on June 27th. Between June 
25th and 26th, attendees will travel to Milwaukee. Finally, the on-site plenary 
sessions will take place in Milwaukee from June 28th–July 2nd. Want to know 
more? Check out this link: 
                 227th General Assembly (2026) | Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/church-structure/general-assembly/general-assembly-gathering
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Sunday Schedule: 
  9:30 am Worship Services in the Sanctuary 

10:30 am Coffee and Fellowship in Swain Hall. 

Office Hours: 
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 8:30am-3:00pm, Wednesdays: 8:30am-noon 

Mondays & Fridays:  Closed 

The SPIRE is published monthly by First Presbyterian Church of Sun City, AZ. Please call the church office at 
(623) 974-3605 to be added to our mailing list. Items to be included in the next edition of The SPIRE should 
be submitted to the church office or by email at laurat@firstpressuncity.org by Monday, June 15, 2026. 

Church Staff   

Pastor Rev. Ann Utke revannarizona@gmail.com 

Cell Phone (414) 708-7899 

(Fridays Emergency only) 

Office Manager Laura Teadt laurat@firstpressuncity.org 

Finance Admin. Sue Diaz sued@firstpressuncity.org 

Choir Director Dr. William Gleason drgasu@aol.com 

Pianist Mary Jo Meyer bjsshop@ncn.net 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
April 30, 2026 

GENERAL FUND 
                Actual YTD              Budget YTD 

Contributions   $34,989.00  Pledge Budget to Date          $32,078.68 

Other Income     12,560.66  Other Income Budget            13,333.32 

Transfer from Foundation   34,000.00  Transfer from Foundation           46,206.68 

 

Total Income to Date  $81,549.66  Budget to Date           $91,618.68 

Expenses to Date   $94,796.09  Expense Budget YTD          $91,618.68 

(Note:  Expenses do not include Capital Improvements) 

FOUNDATION FUNDS are currently           $1,595,414.57 

(Interested in knowing more? Full reports are available in the church office. Volunteers are 
always welcome to serve on the financial leadership teams.) 


