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In the year I was born, Jim Strathdee penned a song in response to a Christmas 
poem by Howard Thurman. As a Christian mystic, civil rights leader, and educator, 
Thurman's writings were both prophetic and prolific. His words inspired 
Strathdee’s hymn, which begins: 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the sages and the shepherds have found their way home, 
the work of Christmas is begun… 
 

The chorus then carries God’s invitation to us: 
 
I am the light of the world! 
You people come and follow me! 
If you follow and love, you’ll learn the mystery 
of what you were meant to do and be. 

 
This summons reminds us that discipleship is not a single decision or moment, but 
a lifelong unfolding. This becomes manifest in our personal and collective lives as 
Christians living in beloved community. Sometimes following God means 
embracing something new. Other times it means loosening our grip, trusting that 
Christ’s light will continue to shine and lead us onward. In the church, we follow 
the star into Epiphany—the season of “revealing” or “showing forth” God’s 
glorious life. Yet Epiphany is not only about a star over Bethlehem. It is about the 
unveiling of God’s presence here and now—in the peace we nurture, the justice 
we pursue, and the joy we share. 

A Message from Pastor Ann 
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Notes from the Deacons — December, 2025 
The group reviewed their current finances, and decided to donate $200 to Eve's 
Place, which provides assistance to those recovering from domestic and/or 
sexual abuse. Thank you to Dawn Nolan for coordinating the Memorial 
Poinsettia plants, which were dedicated at the Christmas Eve service. 

Help "De-Decorate" the Church 
Saturday, January 10th at 10:00am 

Many hands make light work as we pack away 
the Advent and Christmas decorations. 

Sign-up sheets are in Swain Hall. 

CARPET CLEANING OF OFFICE/ANNEX 
On the morning of Thursday, January 15th, starting at 8:00am we will need 
volunteers to move items from the Annex to the Office. 

On the morning of Friday, January 16th, at 8:00am we will need volunteers 
to move everything back into the Annex, and then move other items from 
the Office into the Annex. 

On the Morning of Saturday, January 17th, at 9:00am we 
will need volunteers to move office items from the Annex 
back into the Office. 

There are sign-up sheets available in Swain Hall. 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE BY JANUARY 18, 2026. 
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Session Highlights — December, 2025 
At the November meeting, the Session recognized the following leaders who 
have completed their terms:  Deacon, Judy Fringer; Elders, Beth Mabee and 
Diane Nestlebush. We thank these individuals for their dedication and sharing 
their many skills with the church! 

The parking lot resealing project was completed; we appreciate everyone's 
cooperation to move this project forward. 

After reviewing the 2026 Budget, the Session voted to adopt and present it to 
the congregation at the December 21st congregational meeting. 

Holiday Tea 
THANK YOU to all (13) waiters at our Holiday Tea held on December 6th. 
We appreciate your time and service at the tea. You are outstanding waiters and 
an important part of a successful event. The ladies all enjoy being served by you 
and we are thankful that you choose to be a part of this annual event. 
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CELEBRATIONS AND UPDATES 

THIS MONTH’S BIRTHDAYS 
We are celebrating you! Please join the Birthday Celebration on Sunday, 

January 4th, in Swain Hall following the worship service: 

 01/02 Vonda Hagen 
 01/06 Jimmy Gaither 
 01/11 Don Knafels 
 01/24 Julia Whiteman 
 01/29 Molly Herrington 
 01/30 John Law 
 01/31 Margo Stepp 

YOUTH GROUP OUTING 

The next Youth Group Outing will be on January 24th 

(Time: TBD) at Deer Valley Petroglyph Preserve — Hike 

(flat 1/4 mile walk). Lunch @ Deer Valley Airport 

afterwards. Cost is $13.00 for seniors and educators. 

Contact Christinia Huvelle at (602) 503-3497 or Debra 

Pruett at (623) 399-3993 for more information. 

HART Pantry 

 The HART Pantry Wishlist remains about the same, except for they 

no longer are requesting peanut butter in jars. The Jif-to-go seems to 

work well for the teens and they enjoy opening smaller packets. The 

following are their food pantry item requests for January:  Jif-to-go, 

Premier Protein Drinks, Pop-tarts, Austin/Lance Crackers, and 

pudding/fruit/applesauce cups. 
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We've received good news from the former Pastor 
of First Presbyterian, Tom Tripp (see description, 
below). Congratulations, Tom! Tom Tripp's first 
book is now available on Kindle and for pre-orders 
at Amazon and Barnes & Noble:  God's 
Inexhaustible Pursuit:  A Love that Reaches Beyond 
Every Obstacle, by Thomas Tripp. From beginning 
to end, the Bible is the record of God’s never-
ending quest to draw us to the Almighty’s love. 
Stories from Genesis to Revelation disclose a 
divine love for us that cannot be distracted or 
obstructed. God’s Inexhaustible Pursuit leads the 

reader through a treasure trove of Biblical passages that express God’s 
love in dramatic fashion, and which provide stirring insights into the 
expansive depth and breadth of God’s love for us. 

As Mary Lou Klatte steps down from her position at the 

organ and piano, her many musical gifts will be dearly 

missed! Please plan to attend a special reception during 

the fellowship time on Sunday, January 4th, to share 

your thanks for her many years of service. 

The Women's Bible Study is rescheduled for January 20th (this month 
only), the starting time remains the same at 1pm. 

 

 

The Joy of Learning lead by David Glenn Walker will resume on 

Friday, January 9th at 9:30am in the Fireside Room. 

“Thinking about Religion and Violence” 
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Lee Carlson was nominated by the Elders 

by unanimous vote to receive this year's 

Senior Service Award sponsored by the 

Presbytery of Grand Canyon. Lee's many 

contributions to the maintenance and 

improvement of our church campus over 

the years have been outstanding. In 

addition, he has utilized his expertise to 

secure trusted vendors and service 

companies for the many needs that the 

congregation's physical plant requires.  

Congratulations, Lee! 

January Fellowship Dinner 

Souper Supper and Bingo Night 

Thursday, January 22nd 

5:00 pm in Swain Hall 

Sign-up Sheets are in Swain Hall 
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Sunday Schedule: 
  9:30 am Worship Services in the Sanctuary, Rev. Ann Utke preaching. 

10:30 am Coffee and Fellowship in Swain Hall. 

Office Hours: 
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 8:30am-3pm, Wednesdays: 8:30am-noon, 

Mondays & Fridays: Closed 

The SPIRE is published monthly by First Presbyterian Church of Sun City, AZ. Please call the church office at 
(623) 974-3605 to be added to our mailing list. Items to be included in the next edition of The SPIRE should 
be submitted to the church office or by email at laurat@firstpressuncity.org by Monday, January 12, 2026. 

Church Staff   

Pastor Rev. Ann Utke revannarizona@gmail.com 

Cell Phone (414) 708-7899 

(Fridays Emergency only) 

Office Manager Laura Teadt laurat@firstpressuncity.org 

Finance Admin. Sue Diaz sued@firstpressuncity.org 

Choir Director Dr. William Gleason billg@firstpressuncity.org 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
November, 2025 

GENERAL FUND 
                Actual YTD              Budget YTD 

Contributions   $  87,918.00  Pledge Budget to Date       $127,688.81 

Other Income       35,953.02  Other Income Budget           34,871.83 

Transfer from Foundation     60,000.00  Transfer from Foundation          84,333.37 

 

Total Income to Date  $183,871.02  Budget to Date        $246,894.01 

Expenses to Date   $235,821.20  Expense Budget YTD       $246,894.01 

(Note:  Expenses do not include Capital Improvements) 

FOUNDATION FUNDS are currently          $1,527,187.30 

(Interested in knowing more? Full reports are available in the church office. Volunteers are 
always welcome to serve on the financial leadership teams.) 


