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A Month for Mission 
hǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƛǎ ƻƴΗ 
The Dysart Unified School District includes 23 West 

Valley schools, and according to the Arizona Office 

of the Auditor General, 17% of the students come 

from homes under the poverty level.  That was last 

year’s statistic.  It may be higher this year.  This 

year’s school supply drive sponsored by our 

Presbyterian Women and the Congregational Care & 

Mission Commission of Session ensures that grade 

school children will have backpacks and school 

supplies that otherwise might have to do without.   

This year’s “wish list” is the same as last year’s: 

¶ Box of 24 crayons 

¶ Rulers (inches and centimeters) 

¶ Box of 8 washable markers 

¶ Highlighters 

¶ 3-pocket folders (in solid colors) 

¶ Packages of blue or black pens 

¶ Hand-held erasers 

¶ Index cards 

¶ Glue sticks 

¶ Hand-held pencil sharpeners 

¶ Composition books 

¶ Boxes of facial tissues 

¶ Spiral notebooks 

¶ No. 2 pencils 

We will collect items all through August.  If you 

wish, you may donate money and we will shop for 

you.  The school supplies will be blessed at our 

Labor Day lunch at noon on Monday, September 4, 

and delivered to the school district the next day. 

!ƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƴŜǿǎΥ 

¶ Sunday, August 5, we will again collect cash, 

water, and non-perishable food items for the 

Valley View Community Food Bank.  Food bank 

supplies are still low, so they need our help. 

¶ Participants in the Fry’s Community Rewards 

Program earned $39.36 during the second 

quarter of this year to help with refugee 

resettlement efforts in Tucson.  See Beth in the 

office for help with enrolling in the program! 

¶ Our friend Rev. Leslie Vogel, missionary in 

Guatemala, will be joining us at noon in Swain 

Hall on Thursday, August 30, to update us on her 

recent activities.  We will host a potluck lunch 

for her; bring a dish to share, or contribute 

money and we will buy something on your 

behalf.  Be sure to sign up if you plan to come so 

we know we have adequate seating! 
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A Message from Our Pastor 

Dear Church Family, 

I am deeply moved by the doctrine of the 

incarnation—that God took on human skin in Jesus 

Christ.  I am deeply moved that God would love us 

so much that He would become one of us, and I am 

deeply moved by the implication of what God’s 

incarnation means to how we are called to follow in 

the ways of Christ! 

That God would become one of us is astounding!   

S. D. Gordon comments, “Jesus is God spelling 

Himself out in language that people can 

understand.”  J. Sidlow Baxter adds,  

Fundamentally, our Lord’s message was 

Himself.  He did not come merely to preach a 

Gospel; He Himself is that Gospel.  He did not 

come merely to give bread; He said, “I am the 

bread.”  He did not come merely to shed light; 

He said, “I am the light.”  He did not come 

merely to name a shepherd; He said, “I am the 

shepherd.”  He did not come merely to point 

the way; He said, “I am the way, the truth, and 

the life.” 

I stand in awe of the great miracle of God becoming 

one of us! 

And I am challenged by the implications of His 

incarnation.  If God loves us enough to become one 

of us, and if we are called to follow in His ways, 

then we are called to enter the lives and worlds 

and joys and struggles of others with the love of 

Christ. 

In his book tǊŀȅŜǊΥ 5ƻŜǎ ƛǘ aŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ 5ƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ 

Philip Yancy writes, 

As Ronald Rolheiser expresses it, “A theist 

believes in a God in heaven whereas a Christian 

believes in a God in heaven who is also 

physically present on this earth inside of human 

beings….  God is still present, as physical and as 

real today as God was in the historical Jesus.  

God still has skin, human skin, and physically 

walks on this earth as Jesus did.” 

Then Yancy points out, 

To pray “God, please help my neighbor cope 

with her financial problems,” or “God, do 

something about the homeless downtown” is 

the approach of a theist, not a Christian.  God 

has chosen to express love and grace in the 

world through those of us who embody Christ. 

Wow!  If we take to heart the doctrine of the 

incarnation (God becoming one of us) and the 

doctrine of the Holy Spirit (that God now lives in 

us), then we cannot get away from the fact that we 

are called to be the love of Christ in this world 

today! 

This is not always easy, but it is the Spirit of 

Almighty God living in us who enables us to do it.  

For, as Paul writes in Philippians 4:13, “I can do 

everything through Him who gives me strength.” 

Seeking, with you, to follow Christ, 

ϤtŀǎǘƻǊ ¢ƻƳ 

{ŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǇƻǎǘŀƎŜ ǎǘŀƳǇǎ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΗ  /ǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǝƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŘŀƳŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ t² ōƻƻƪǎƘŜƭŦΦ 
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Ecumenical Events 

¶ We have received a request for help from the Unity Spiritual Center.  They have pre-

pared a garden whose produce will be distributed through the Valley View Food 

Bank.  They are looking for volunteers to help with the planting and har-

vesting.  Their vision is to include Jewish, Muslim, Christian, and Buddhist volunteers 

since “our respective traditions teach about the assistance to the poor in these times of need.”  If you 

might be interested in participating in this, call Sharon Bush or James Yeaw at 623-974-6443. 

¶ On Saturday, August 18, 6:00-9:00am, St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church is again hosting a P.O.W. 

W.O.W. (Produce On Wheels WithOut Waste) event on their patio at the southeast corner of 103rd and 

Peoria Avenues.  Contribute $12 cash and take home 70 pounds of fresh fruits and vegetables!  Be sure 

to take your own containers, and remember—this is a food redistribution program, so you may share the 

produce with your friends, relatives, and others in need, but it is not to be resold or given to a food bank. 

Financial Update 

WǳƴŜ олΣ нлму 

GENERAL FUND 

Contributions to date: $ 81,766.22 Pledge budget to date: $ 91,000.00 

Other income: 14,512.00 Other income budget: 15,390.00 

Transfer for capital improvements: 18,735.25 Transfer for capital improvements: 0.00 

Transfer from Foundation:      25,000.00 Transfer per budget:   25,000.00 

Total: $140,013.47 Budget to date: $131,390.00 

Expenses to date: $145,760.65 Budget to date: $146,497.80 

FOUNDATION FUNDS 

LƴŎƻƳŜ  5ƛǎōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

Dividends $11,465.06 Transfer to General Fund: $25,000.00 

Income from annuities 5,938.47 Transfer for capital improvements: 18,735.25 

Capital gains reinvested 17,211.59 

Unrealized gains/losses -12,769.77 BBVA Investment Solutions: $1,487,160.45 

Charitable interest fund 1,206.62 

Interest income          31.32 

Total: $23,083.29 

¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ .ƛƎ 9ǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴΗ  The Presbyteries of Grand Canyon and de Cristo are jointly hosting 

26 workshops on everything from Empowering Servant Leadership to Older Adult Ministries.  This year’s Big 

Event will take place on Saturday, August 25, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

in Tucson.  Registration is $10 for 3 workshops and a box lunch.  Contact the church office by Monday, 

August 13 for more information, or if you are interested in attending. 
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Presbyterian Women 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ tǊƻƳƛǎŜτL !Ƴ ²ƛǘƘ ¸ƻǳΦ  We note that Mary 

Danforth, a member of our own Coordinating Team for Presbyterian Women of the 

Presbytery of Grand Canyon, helped the Bible study committee select the theme. 

Examples of the once-a-month study topics include:  DƻŘ ²ƛǘƘ ¦ǎΣ ²ƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ²Ŝ !ǊŜΤ DƻŘ 

²ƛǘƘ ¦ǎΣ ƛƴ hǳǊ ¦ƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅΤ DƻŘ ²ƛǘƘ ¦ǎΣ ƛƴ hǳǊ 5ƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ.   

While subscribers to IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ magazine will have received complimentary copies of the study guide, others 

may contact Norma in the church office and pay $11.00 per copy.  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅΗ 

/ƛǊŎƭŜ aŜŜǝƴƎǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ when our winter visitors will have returned; by then, everyone should 

have a copy of the study guide.  Rachel Circle will meet at 1:30 pm October 9 in Annex 3. 

A [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ is planned for Wednesday, October 24, with the program topic, “Angels.”   

¢ƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ IƛƎƘ ¢ŜŀΣ planned for Saturday, December 8, will keep our women busy planning table 

decorations, and getting out all those special recipes.  At this, our main fund-raiser of the year, members and 

guests will enjoy cup after cup of delicious hot tea, along with dainty sandwiches, hors d’oeuvres, and 

cookies, served by men of the congregation, in red cummerbunds and bow ties. 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΥ  As in years past, we will be asking the congregation to donate school supplies to benefit 

students in the Dysart School District.  This is a joint project along with the Mission Committee.  For more 

information, see the front page of this edition of ¢ƘŜ {tLw9. 

{ǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ  Have you checked the PW Reading Cart in Swain Hall to find an interesting read?  The 

books are listed with check-out instructions.  We appreciate Carol Maxwell’s work in this regard.  You can 

find a note from Carol about the books on the opposite page. 

Blessings, 

ϤaŀǊƎŜ IŀƎŜǊƳŀƴ 

 

!ƴŘ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 5ƛŀƴŜ bŜǎǘƭŜōǳǎƘΥ 

{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜΗ 

t²t C![[ D!¢I9wLbD 

bƻ tŜŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ WǳǎǝŎŜ 

²I9w9Υ Mesa First Presbyterian Church 

161 N. Mesa Drive 

Mesa, Arizona 85201 

²I9bΥ Saturday, October 13, 2018 

²hw{ILt ϝ {t9!Y9w{ ϝ ²hwY{Iht{ ϝ /haa¦bL¢¸ 

Registration and more information to follow! 
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Session Recap 
/ŀƭƭŜŘ aŜŜǝƴƎ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ мфΣ нлмф 

Pastor Tom Tripp gave the opening prayer. 

Elders present: Jerry Heuett, Carolyn Lopez, Wanda Morrill, Stewart Porter, and Bill 

Wentling.  Staff: Tom Tripp, Norma Mack, and Beth Mabee.  Lee Carlson was a guest for part of the meeting. 

There was no objection to adding “Tree Trimming” to the agenda. 

Jerry Heuett reported he has been in contact with LGCY Solar.  There is no start date for our solar installation 

at this time.  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to continue with the contract. 

An estimate to add roofing foam to the Swain Hall roof for $21,681.00 was distributed.  Lee Carlson and 

Stewart Porter inspected the roof on July 18, 2018, and found no problems that would prevent the 

installation of solar panels.  Session agreed to table the proposed work on the Swain Hall roof. 

A motion was made, seconded, and approved to hire ROGEZ Electric to install a designated power line to the 

LED sign and install a “dusk to 10:00 pm” timer for the brick and mortar sign on the 103rd Avenue side of the 

campus.  The estimate approved was $500, not to exceed $1000.  Beth reported the software for the LED 

sign allows us to turn it off from 10:00 pm to 6:00 am.  Sign lighting must be turned off at 10:00 pm to comply 

with Maricopa Country regulations for signs in residential areas. 

Estimates from Sun City Mechanical for $16,272.65 to replace the Chapel air conditioner and $21,367.65 to 

replace the Annex 2 and 3 air conditioners were distributed.  A motion was made, seconded, and 

unanimously approved not to proceed. 

An estimate for $1,770.00 from BP Landscape LLC was distributed.  This quote was to address recent storm 

damage to the trees on the southwest section of the campus by removing the two clumps of eucalyptus and 

trimming the mesquite tree.  The consensus was to accept this bid. 

The meeting closed with a prayer by Carolyn Lopez. 

For Your Reading Pleasure! 
The PW books for 2018 and 2019 are now on file in Swain Hall.  The instruc-

tions for checking out a book have changed ever so slightly.  Please read those instructions posted on the 

wall just above the bookcase.   

When indicating the date a book is checked out, please be sure to include the year.  We presently have many 

books from previous years that are missing and we have no clear idea as to what year they were checked out. 

We also have duplicate cards for some of the books.  I think this is due in part to haphazard replacement of 

the card when returning a book.  If the card is ALWAYS replaced just inside the cover of the book, it will be 

easier to find. 

Thanks for your cooperation, and enjoy the new selections.  There are some real goodies in this batch. 

Ϥ/ŀǊƻƭ aŀȄǿŜƭƭΣ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ 
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Celebrations and Updates 
/I!bD9{ Chw ¸h¦w /I¦w/I 5Lw9/¢hw¸ 
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current and back issues in PDF format.  Items to be included in the next edition of ¢ƘŜ {tLw9 should be sub-
mitted to Beth Mabee at the church office or by email at ōŜǘƘƳϪŬǊǎǘǇǊŜǎǎǳƴŎƛǘȅΦƻǊƎ by aƻƴŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нл.   

tŀǎǘƻǊ The Rev. Thomas G. Tripp tomt@firstpressuncity.org 

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ [ƛŦŜ Beth Mabee bethm@firstpressuncity.org 

!ŘƳƛƴΦ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΣ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ Norma Mack norma934@cox.net 

/ƘƻƛǊ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ Dr. William Gleason billg@firstpressuncity.org 

IŀƴŘōŜƭƭ /ƘƻƛǊ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ Mary Lou Klatte fancypancy@cox.net 

tƛŀƴƛǎǘκhǊƎŀƴƛǎǘ Kelsey McKee  

/ǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƴ Lyle Tollefson  

!ŘŘǊŜǎǎ /ƘŀƴƎŜǎΥ  9ƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘŀƴǘΥ 

Bert and Trish Blom 

373 Goshawk Circle 

Gaylord, MI 49735-2716 

989.731.4877 

Doris Nehrbass 

Good Shepherd Apt. 124 

10333 W. Olive Ave. 

Peoria, AZ 85345-7359 

Norman Keprios 

July 4, 2018 

James Marker 

1 Ida Borhauer 18 Karen Zabriskie 

3 Lois Rotenberger 19 Peggy Mitchell 

4 Jan Voirol 20 Mary Lou McCoy 

6 Forrest Bartenhagen 21 Bill Gleason 

8 Barbara Lynch 24 Eileen Clarke 

10 Lorelei Macrow 26 Don Meek 

10 Linda Thompson 26 Beth Mabee 

11 Earl Kittredge 28 Vi Patterson 

13 Dick Zabriskie 30 Bob Marshall 

14 Fran Kittredge 31 George Hall 
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{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΥ 

9:00 am Worship Services in the Sanctuary, Pastor Tom Tripp preaching 

10:00 am Coffee and Fellowship in Swain Hall 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ¢Ƙƛǎ aƻƴǘƘΥ 

August 5: 9ȄƻŘǳǎ мнΥм-мо ϧ нм-но, “The Effective Blood of the Lamb” 

August 12: 9ȄƻŘǳǎ нлΥм-мтΣ άLove’s Boundaries” 

August 19: 9ȄƻŘǳǎ нпΥм-мнΣ άHow Can We Approach the Unapproachable God?” 

August 26: 9ȄƻŘǳǎ олΥмм-мсΣ “A Miraculous Atonement” 

{ǳƳƳŜǊ hŶŎŜ IƻǳǊǎΥ 

Monday-Wednesday: 8:00 am-3:00 pm 

Thursday: 8:00 am-noon 

Friday: Closed 
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